[Expertising according to the federal German social welfare legislation and child and adolescent welfare laws by public health offices--results of an inquiry].
Between December 2000 and February 2001 a survey among public health offices was conducted on the practice of expert reports on recipients of income support. More than 50 % (232) of the German public health offices participated; they carried out 164.000 of these reports in 1999. The analysis of the data shows considerable differences between the states (Bundesländer) concerning reasons and practice of expert reports which cannot be explained by a different social structure of population but indicate that quality of orders from Social Services and the work process in Public Health Offices may be inadequate. The findings result in recommendations for social services and public health offices to develop standards and improve quality, which can help to achieve greater equality.